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WorldSkills Abu Dhabi 2017 will showcase world-class British apprentices and develop
international relations, writes WorldSkills UK CEO Neil Bentley

Reading the list of countries that will be gathering in Abu Dhabi over the coming days —including Brazil, Germany, United
States and South Korea — you could be forgiven for thinking that a meeting of the G20 had been called. Financial stability,
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However, all those travelling are doing so to participate in WorldSkills Abu Dhabi 2017
(https://worldskillsabudhabi2017.com/en/), which will kick off with a glittering opening ceremony tomorrow.

For the 34 members of Team UK (https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-news/members-worldskills-
team-uk-unveiled) who are taking part and their trainers, this week is a personal milestone. Collectively, those
representing the UK will have completed over 71,000 hours of additional training with us over the last two years, and this is
on top of their apprenticeship and study programmes. It is this level of dedication and preparation that is needed to
compete on the world stage and win medals in their chosen skills.

Regarding WorldSkills Abu Dhabi 2017, which is expected to draw over 100,000 visitors including over 10,000 from around
the world, as just a skills competition is, however, completely missing the point.

Unique platform

The 20 largest economies in the world are members of WorldSkills, as are the five most-populous. The membership
represents two-thirds of the world's population. Senior government representatives from all member countries will be in
attendance at WorldSkills Abu Dhabi, debating global economic and skills issues facing young people around the world.
This, combined with the UK's top apprentices showcasing their talent, with the support of our world-class training
managers, presents us with a unique platform to display the best of this country’s youth skills to help build and reinforce
global trade and investment partnerships.

Looking at the recent figures on trade, the United Arab Emirates, which hosts this year's WorldSkills event, has grown its
imports from the UK by 42 per cent since 2009, while China, which will probably host in Shanghaiin 2021, grew its imports
by 123 per cent over the same period.

Furthermore, both China and the Middle East are in the top 10 of countries for foreign direct investment projects into the
UK.

From my time as deputy head of the CBI, | know that inward investors worry about the technical skills levels in the UK, so
we should be doing more to leverage the WorldSkills platform to sell the UK's world class skill base.

Neil Bentley is chief executive of WorldSkills UK

This is an edited version of an article in the 13 October edition of Tes. Subscribers can read the full article here
(http:/www.tes.com/news/tes-magazine/tes-magazine/worldskills-can-be-a-shop-window-uk-plc). To subscribe,
click here (https://www.tes.com/store/magazine). This week's Tes magazine is available at all good newsagents. To
download the digital edition, Android users can click here (https:/play.google.com/store
/apps/details?id=com.tsleducation.tesreader) and iOS users can click here (https:/itunes.apple.com/us/app/tes-digital
/id639580101?mt=8).

Want to keep up with the latest education news and opinion? Follow Tes on Twitter
(https://twitter.com/tes) and Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/tesnews/?hl=en), and like TefrapFegebeitker.com/intent

(https://www.facebook.com/TESnews/) Jtw

http://pinterest(ocamit/
( l:%’/oé)ll'ww(/v.te(.? '

Apprenticeships (/news/further-education/apprenticeships)

. >-wind
Vocational studies (/news/further-education/vocational-studies) views% .
t

text=More than a competition
ekl erapindelicondbt
World Skills (/news/further-education/world-skills) or llis 1s a shop window Tor the

UK&via=tes)
Comments

0 Comments Sort by Oldest

= Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin
Welcome, this site uses cookies. Read our privacy policy (https:/www.tes.com/us/privacy-policy) Close

2 of 8 11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



More than a competition: WorldSkills is a shop window for the UK https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-views/more-a-com...

30f 8

Related Content

"'-L. S ?
(/news/further-education/breaking-

views/hard-work-fun-and-a-few-tears-
road-worldskills-2017)

(/news/further-education/breaking-
views/secret-building-a-worldskills-
finalist)

(/news/further-education/breaking-
news/two-final-competitors-complete-
worldskills-team-uk)

(/news/further-education/breaking-
news/members-worldskills-team-uk-
unveiled)

'Hard work, fun and a few tears' - the road to WorldSkills 2017 (/news
/further-education/breaking-views/hard-work-fun-and-a-few-tears-road-
worldskills-2017)

10th October 2017 at 17:58

The secret to building a WorldSkills finalist (/news/further-education
/breaking-views/secret-building-a-worldskills-finalist)

26th September 2017 at 15:40

Two final competitors complete WorldSkills Team UK (/news/further-
education/breaking-news/two-final-competitors-complete-worldskills-
team-uk)

1st June 2017 at 13:58

Members of WorldSkills Team UK unveiled (/news/further-education
/breaking-news/members-worldskills-team-uk-unveiled)

28th April 2017 at 00:01

WorldSkills hopefuls battle it out for places on Team UK (/news/further-
education/breaking-news/worldskills-hopefuls-battle-it-out-places-team-
uk)

9th April 2017 at 10:03

ead our privacy policy (https:/www.tes.com/us/privacy-policy) Close

\is site usm

11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



More than a competition: WorldSkills is a shop window for the UK https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-views/more-a-com...

4 of 8

(/news/further-education/breaking-

news/worldskills-hopefuls-battle-it-out-
places-team-uk)

Most read

1 'Very different’ approach needed to GCSE resits, Milton admits (/news/further-education/breaking-news/very-
different-approach-needed-gcse-resits-milton-admits)

2 The UK is paying for its ‘low emphasis’ on skills (/news/further-education/breaking-views/uk-paying-its-low-
emphasis-skills)

3 Dolly for some lolly (/news/further-education/breaking-views/dolly-some-lolly)

4 One in four sixth-form colleges converting to become academies (/news/further-education/breaking-news/one-
four-sixth-form-colleges-converting-become-academies)

5 Ofstedwatch: the latest Ofsted reports for FE and skills (/news/further-education/breaking-news/ofstedwatch-
latest-ofsted-reports-fe-and-skills)

6 'Scrap GCSE resits now before we condemn another 150K young people to fa... (/news/further-education
/breaking-views/scrap-gcse-resits-now-we-condemn-another-150k-young-people)

7 Principal covers Dolly Parton hit to plead for funding (/news/further-education/breaking-news/principal-covers-
dolly-parton-hit-plead-funding)

8 Grayling: 'Lots of apprentices’ needed to address engineering skills gap (/news/further-education/breaking-
news/grayling-lots-apprentices-needed-address-engineering-skills-gap)

9 First T levels subjects announced (/news/further-education/breaking-news/first-t-levels-subjects-announced)

1 O Six reasons why adult education benefits learners (/news/further-education/breaking-news/six-reasons-why-
adult-education-benefits-learners)

Sponsored

()
()

If you want to teach renewable energy well, embrace the complexities ()

Welcome, this site uses cookies. Read our privacy policy (https:/www.tes.com/us/privacy-policy) Close

11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



More than a competition: WorldSkills is a shop window for the UK https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-views/more-a-com...

Ad By EDF Energy Education

Breaking news (https:/www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-news)

One in four sixth-form colleges converting to become academies

17th November 2017 at 00:03

(/news/further-education/breaking-news/one-four-sixth-form-colleges-converting-become-academies)

y) Close

50f8 11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



More than a competition: WorldSkills is a shop window for the UK https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-views/more-a-com...

Ofstedwatch: the latest Ofsted reports for FE and skills

17th November 2017 at 00:01

(/news/further-education/breaking-news/ofstedwatch-latest-ofsted-reports-fe-and-skills)

Grayling: ‘Lots of apprentices' needed to address engineering skills gap

16th November 2017 at 13:17

(/news/further-education/breaking-news/grayling-lots-apprentices-needed-address-engineering-skills-gap)

6 of 8 11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



More than a competition: WorldSkills is a shop window for the UK https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-views/more-a-com...

L . a S |
Milton Keynes College joins Collab Group

16th November 2017 at 12:02

(/news/further-education/breaking-news/milton-keynes-college-joins-collab-group)

MPs scrutinise apprenticeships and skills to 'root out' poor provision

16th November 2017 at 11:26

(/news/further-education/breaking-news/mps-scrutinise-apprenticeships-and-skills-root-out-poor)

The guide by your side —ensuring you are always up
to date with the latest in education.

Get Tes magazine online and delivered to your door. Stay up
to date with the latest research, teacher innovation and
insight, plus classroom tips and techniques with a Tes
magazine subscription.

With a Tes magazine subscription you get exclusive access
to our CPD library. Including our New Teachers' special for
NQTS, Ed Tech, How to Get a Job, Trip Planner, Ed Biz Special
and all Tes back issues.

Subscribe now (https:/www.tes.com/store/magazine)

Jobs

Welcome, this site uses cookies. Read our privacy policy (https:/www.tes.com/us/privacy-policy) Close

7 of 8 11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



More than a competition: WorldSkills is a shop window for the UK https://www.tes.com/news/further-education/breaking-views/more-a-com...

Courses

Resources

Store

Community

News

United Kingdom

Copyright © 2017
Help & FAQs (/help) = Contactus (/contact) = Privacy (/privacy-policy) = Terms of service (/terms-and-conditions) = Takedown (/takedown-policy)

This website and its content is subject to our Terms and Conditions. Tes Global Ltd is registered in England (Company No 02017289) with its registered office at
26 Red Lion Square London WC1R 4HQ.

Welcome, this site uses cookies. Read our privacy policy (https:/www.tes.com/us/privacy-policy) Close

8 of 8 11/19/2017, 12:06 PM



